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Abstract: The United States’ agriculture industry is impacted by numerous financial,
human, legal and production risks. These risks are often reported in mass media and
agricultural publications. Farmers often use agricultural magazines to help them make
production decisions and learn about new technology, which both involve some element
of risk. The process of determining what information is included in media coverage is
described as gatekeeping in which editors serve as gatekeepers and make decisions
regarding what topics to report. The purpose of this study was to discover how
agricultural publication editors, in their role as gatekeepers, make decisions regarding
coverage of risk related to agriculture, and to explore the forces that influence this
coverage. Researchers interviewed seven purposively selected editors of national or
regional agricultural magazines. The findings indicated that the editors conceptualize risk
in agriculture differently from the mainstream media and the general public. Many
emphasized the issues in terms of marketing or financial risk. Editors emphasized that
they report on risk from an action angle, providing advice or information on how to
mitigate the risk. The public’s perception of agriculture, advertisers, and personal topic
preferences were cited as influencers of their risk coverage. When covering risk stories,
agricultural publication editors prefer journalists who can write well and have an
agricultural background or knowledge of the industry. Future research should compare
what editors say they cover to what is actually covered in agricultural publications.
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